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“IF YOU LEARN NOTHING 

ELSE DURING YOUR LIFE 

LEARN THAT THE WAY TO 

ACHIEVE HAPPINESS IS BY 

BEING CHEERFUL ALWAYS, 

EVEN IN THE FACE 

OF SUFFERING.” 

JIMMY 1982
Alma Mater
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“Imagine a world in which 
every single person on the 
planet is given free access 

to the sum of all human 
knowledge.”

JIMMY 2004

First Job
Destination: Chicago

Home Sweet Home

Childhood Summer 
in Huntsville

BOOKWORM
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Almost any 
topic you can 

imagine!

 I wonder 
how so much 
information 

gets on 
Wikipedia. 

HEY, CHAMONIX! 
HEY, LEON!

I STARTED 
WIKIPEDIA! 

But I grew up with 
space, technology, 
and science on my 

mind because I lived 
near a very 

exciting place…

IN HOUSTON?! CAPE 
CANAVERAL?!

WOW!

NOT EXACTLY. SEE…

… we didn’t 
really have 

computer games 
when I was a kid.

THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE NASA 
SPACE PROGRAM IN THE U.S.

Did you play 
computer games 
like Minecraft?!

You must have 
loved computers 

growing up!

I KNOW A LITTLE 
SOMETHING ABOUT 

THAT BECAUSE, 
WELL…
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WHO CAN 
THROW THESE 
THE FARTHEST!

WHEN DAD CAME HOME…

WHERE’S MY WALNUTS?!

… he now has this enormous black 
walnut forest in his backyard!

WHICH REMINDS 
ME OF A FUNNY 

STORY!

One time, my grandmother gave my Dad a bunch of 
walnuts that he laid outside to dry. 

LET’S MAKE 
A GAME!

MY SISTER AND 
I LIKED TO PLAY 

OUTSIDE TOGETHER... My sister and 
I thought they looked 

like fun balls.

He never found them all. But years later…

We lived close to the Marshall Space Flight Center. When 
they tested rockets, it rattled the windows in our house!

NO, NO, IN HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA, 
THE “ROCKET CITY”.
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Oh I want 
a pet!

Did you like 
school?

School was an 
interesting experience. 

My mother and 
grandmother started 
a small school – just 

4 kids in my class.

They didn’t have a rigid 
set of things for us to 

do and learn.

My parents didn’t really 
want the animals inside.

We lived in the 
suburbs with a 
really big yard, 
so the pets lived 
outside.

That’s funny! 
Sounds like 

you were pretty 
naughty. Wait… was that 

a dog I saw?

We had cats 
but also a 
few dogs.

You have 
to show 

responsibility 
in other parts 
of your life...

like school…

Did you have 
any pets?

YES

if you want to prove 
that you’re ready!
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That’s 
a cool 
word!

It’s interesting, thinking 
about how parents work...

… She also taught 
music lessons… 

operated her 
own pharmacy... 

Not exactly… My education wasn’t 
home school or what many kids 
experience in hybrid-learning, 
between going to school and 
staying home on the computer.

and opened a 
daycare center!

I could pursue math, science, anything! 
I was an avid reader, and I loved to 
read the encyclopedia!

3 + 8 = 11, 
carry the 1...

I was taught by my mother and granDmother. 
Teaching was their job.

Other parents sometimes have 
to do their own work online 
while they help their kids, too. 
That’s a hard, and unusual, 
situation!

So it was kind 
of like how we 

have online 
video classes?

With our 
parents 

there at home 
with us?

“Once upon 
a time…”

My family 
was very 

entrepreneurial, 
always starting 
new ventures.

My mom had the 
private school...

That’s where I learned to program 
when I was around 13 years old.

My uncle Donald 
opened the first 
computer store 
in our town. 
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JavaScript? HTML and 
CSS?

But Wikipedia is what 
I’m known for. I use 

Wikipedia 
all the time!

I’ve also served 
on boards for 
organizations 
to help guide 
their plans...

and I’m 
working on a 
new social 
network.

OR I could type in a question, and the 
computer would give a joke answer.

Wow, you two 
know of quite a 

few programming 
languages.

Between my uncle’s 
computer store, my 

family’s entrepreneurial 
spirit, and my love for 

the encyclopedia…

I learn so 
much ON

Wikipedia pages!

I have a site 
called Fandom, 

for online 
communities 

around TV, movies, 
and video games...

I created silly little 
programs to print 

things out. 

Those programs didn’t come along 
until I was an adult. I learned basic, 

the early programming language.

 It was inevitable 
that my career 

would go like this. I’m 
always experimenting 

and thinking of 
new ideas! 
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 many people who might have different 
pieces of information would bring it 
together to make it complete.

I do wonder 
though...

THERE WAS ONLY ONE WAY - IF I COULD GET PEOPLE 
FROM AROUND THE WORLD TO INTERACT AND EDIT THE 
ENCYCLOPEDIA TOGETHER!

 And it would be useful information. This is key. 

The internet is full of huge amounts of 
information. It’s enormous but not concise.

SO HOW Could I CREATE AN ENCYCLOPEDIA WITH THE 
SUM OF ALL HUMAN KNOWLEDGE - FREE FOR EVERYONE? 

WIKI SOFTWARE ENABLED QUICK, 
COLLABORATIVE EDITING…

SO I USED A SOFTWARE CALLED WIKI (NAMED AFTER 
THE HAWAIIN WORD WIKIWIKI WHICH MEANS QUICK).

My idea of Wikipedia 
relied on that.

What made you 
create a site 

like Wikipedia?

MOST WEBSITES 
ARE EDITED BY JUST 

ONE PERSON OR 
BUSINESS… AND THAT 

CAN BE SLOW!

To achieve the goal, to cover the 
sum of all human knowledge...
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What kind of 
information would 
you want to find?

That was my 
basic motivation 

for Wikipedia.

Wikipedia would form 
a volunteer community 
of people...

with everyone in the world!

If you search online, 
instead it’s likely you’ll 
find lists and articles 
about great restaurants 
near the Eiffel Tower 
in Paris or how to buy
 tickets to visit.

When was 
it built?

How tall is the 
Eiffel Tower… in 

centimeters?!

 Well, you might 
have to do 

some math...

I wanted to make 
a website to document 
the facts about places, 

things, ideas, and people.

 who share knowledge...

Say you search 
for the Eiffel 

Tower.

... but those are 
great questions!
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Be open to criticism about the information you post. 
It’s a community. We learn from each other.

Along with that, anyone 
can update or upgrade a 
Wikipedia page to edit the
information or add to it.

Volunteer Wikipedia 
contributors must 
use reliable sources.

BUT THERE ARE RULES…

You can’t just write 
whatever you think…

One person may have part of the information, while 
someone else has the missing bit that clarifies the topic.

ANYBODY CAN PARTICIPATE.

and you have to give 
credit to your sources.
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These resources rely on 
investigation and research 
by authors and journalists 
to put together information. 

We keep a 
whole history 

of collaborative 
research!

It isn’t a 
perfect system, 
but it works.

There have been 
some mistakes 
(and pranks), like 
declaring an alive 
and healthy 
celebrity dead!

In an encyclopedia, 
we make sure we 

only post correct 
information.

Every Wikipedia page includes 
a log of all edits and previous 
versions of the page’s 
information.

How do you 
know what 
is reliable?

They talk to people who 
they think can lead them to 
where a topic originates to 
triangulate information.

We need good newspapers, 
magazines, and books to 

back up our facts.

Triangulate? Like draw 
triangles around 

information?
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To triangulate 
means to 

double check. 

You’re headed in 
the right direction. 

You seek 
information from 

multiple starting points 
and perspectives to 
see if you still end 

up with the 
same facts. 

If not, you dig 
deeper for 
answers.

It’s important to understand that claims 
in blogs and on Twitter can be accurate…

but to be included on Wikipedia, it needs 
to be traced back to a good source.

Can we do 
a little 

experiment?

What do you 
have in mind?

With Wikipedia, we 
don’t consider 
random things 
people say in a blog 
or on Twitter as 
good sources.

What if I go to a 
Wikipedia page and...

change a thing 
or two?

Why don’t 
you try!

I’ve changed 
a little bit of 
information.

Titan…

Okay, on the 
Wikipedia page 
for Saturn’s 

biggest moon...

It says it has 
“gasoline for rain, 

soot for snow, 
and a subsurface 

ocean of 
ammonia.”
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Let’s see what 
happens in a 
few minutes!

Which brings me 
to another 

important thing

keeping Wikipedia 
updated and 

factual.

For example, female scientists throughout history.

I’m Chien-Shiung Wu.

Subgroups of Wikipedia congregate around vast subjects.

I’m Katherine Johnson.

I’m Marie Curie.

I won Nobel Prizes 
in science for my 

work on radiation 
and radium.

Not any 
more! 

Now it has iPads for rain, ice cream 
for snow, and a subsurface ocean of 

dog-mermaids!

This happens 
through the 
organization 
of the volunteer 
community. There are many little subgroups 

in the community interested in 
certain topics.

I was a mathematician 
and one of the first  

African-American female 
NASA scientists.

 I worked as a particle 
and experimental physicist. 
I had the nickname “Queen 

of Nuclear Research”.
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In the subgroup, community members discuss how to find 
all the information to cover every aspect of a topic. 

They work together to get it organized.

Wow, Wikipedia 
takes a lot of work 
and a lot of people!

See, I knew I wanted to 
build an encyclopedia.

So, I started a project 
called Nupedia.

BUT I have 
to admit 

AT FIRST THIS 
WHOLE IDEA WAS 
KIND OF A FLOP.

The goal of a 
subgroup is to 
make sure to 
thoroughly cover 
the topic and 
gather all the 
information on 
its history.

Then they monitor 
those pages to 
ensure any updates 
include accurate 
changes or new 
details.

So how 
did you get 

started?

Chamonix, 
the beginning 

is pretty 
interesting...
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What are 
academics?

Academics are usually professors 
who teach college or do research 
with big organizations.

Like your friends 
Hany Farid and 

Bob Langer!

15 years?!

We tried to get academics to 
write about their expertise.

That’s a lot
 of school!

People who have spent many 
years, up to 15 even, studying 
in school and getting a Ph.D.
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They become experts in the topics they study and keep 
researching those topics to learn more and more.

Sometimes that even means changing their 
perspective on what they used to know.

For Nupedia, academics submitted information 
about topics within their field of expertise.

Through a system set up to review the articles they 
submit, other experts would judge their work.

but wasn’t very successful.

That process turned out to 
be too intimidating and hard.

I thought Pluto 
was a planet, 

but maybe not...

I study 
communities in 

Mongolia to learn 
about an ancient 

language.

How do I 
summarize the field 

of chemistry?

Should I 
write about 

X or Y?
Based on the experts’ decisions, the 
article would be finalized and posted.

Rewrite! Rejected! Accepted!

It wasn’t fun for 
people to write 
for Nupedia.

I watch 
national spending 

trends to 
understand global 

economies.

Nupedia went on for about 2 years…

16



Nupedia was very 
traditional, very 

top-down.

It can mean that people up top have all the power 
to decide what would pass for Nupedia articles.

So how did you 
go from Nupedia 

to Wikipedia?

We needed to loosen up a bit.

Let people just get started.

That’s when we knew 
we were really 
onto something.

It caught 
on! 

What does 
that mean?

Those further down did so much work, but ultimately, 
the top decided what mattered and passed.

for people to 
collaborate 
on topics… 

This is when we 
really started using 
the wiki software…

rather than feel 
pressure to pass 

a writing test. 
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Learn to get 
comfortable 
with failure. 

There are all 
these legendary 

characters who had 
genius ideas when 
they were young.

It is 
going to be 

amazing!

When it starts to not work out, 
it can be quite difficult.

... but that’s not the 
experience for most 
entrepreneurs, even 
successful ones.

 This process taught me an 
important lesson for every 

young entrepreneur.

An idea goes straight 
to the moon, and it’s 
the most successful 
thing in the world...

You try 
something.

You try 
something else 
you learned as 
you go along.  

I’m starting 
this thing I’m very 

excited about!

That’s hard to get comfortable 
with, to say...

It doesn’t 
work.
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Sure, but I bet 
you get farther 
the next time…

until finally you 
pass the level!

Absolutely, 
Chamonix!

over and 
over again.

Like when I 
keep losing at 
a level on my 
video game…

Oh, Jimmy! 
One of my 

school friends 
is calling.

She told me 
yesterday she 
has questions 

for you!
Is it ok if 
I answer?

This is an 
experimental journey. 

I will figure this 
out as I go along.

My friend, Reid Hoffman, says… 

It’s like that. It’s hard.

“Starting a company is 
like jumping off a cliff 
and assembling a plane 
on the way down.”

If you’re ready, 
then you need to 
tell yourself...

That’s really important. Believe 
in yourself and don’t give up.
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That’ll 
be over 

190 articles!

I’ll make a list of 
1,000 topics I think 

should be in an 
encyclopedia.

We can all do it! 
We’ll work 

through 
the lists!

We have to 
include that!

In the early days, community members brainstormed 
what Wikipedia needed to have.

Of course! 
You need the 

Moon, the Sun, 
the Earth.

Let’s list 
every country 
in the world, 
obviously!

I will too!

Certain things just popped up based on what was 
in the news or interesting to people at that time.

A woman just 
broke the world 
record time in a 

20-kilometer race 
in Germany.

Her name is 
Tegla Loroupe 

from Kenya!

Oh, 
look here! 

The Moon?

Hi, Jimmy, it’s nice 
to meet you!

I wanted 
to ask…

How did you 
decide the first 

topics to 
start with on 

Wikipedia?
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WHOA!

Now Wikipedia is really big!

So what’s 
the future of 

Wikipedia?

Wikipedia is 
an encyclopedia

… and we like 
that the 
way it is.

It’s not going to 
radically change 

and become, 
say, Tiktok.

But there is 
one thing that 
we really push 

for now – 

Diversity and 
Inclusion.

That will include more entries about women, about 
minorities, and about other places in the world.

is probably 
very similar to 

the past.

I think the 
future of 

Wikipedia…

We want more women participating in Wikipedia.
 We’re going to 
carry on a lot 
like we have...
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To be honest, 
in Wikipedia’s 
early days…

our community 
consisted mostly 

of computer 
geek men

– myself 
included!

Speaking of 
participating...

Chamonix…

Maybe it’s time to 
check in on your 

experiment.

That invites a certain 
set of topics...

When people start writing 
on Wikipedia they write 
what they know about.

Not even 
close!

... but that isn’t 
the whole of 

human knowledge.

Bringing in 
more people will 

help us round 
out the topics.

IT WILL MAKE 
IT BETTER!

We just 
want to get 
more people 
participating!

I almost 
forgot!
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Hey, Leon!
Ok, here we are! 

Let me scroll to where 
you made those changes...

WOW!

It’s back to what 
it was before! 

Someone fixed it!

When you say 
“open source”, 

what do you mean?

Can you go to the 
page for the Saturn 

moon, Titan?

It’s part of 
the beauty of 
open source 

wikis like ours.

REMEMBER, NEXT 
TIME WORK IN THE 
SANDBOX AREA OF 

WIKIPEDIA IF YOU WANT 
TO EXPERIMENT WITH 

THE PROCESS OF 
EDITING IT.

They monitor important 
information we put out 
as knowledge.

You can even look 
at the edit log and 

trace the work done! 
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What is so important about open source 
collaboration is that everyone can get 
involved and share the information they know.

Each one of us cannot know 
the whole of the world. 

Details about places and cultures 
need to be told by people from there.

THE IDEA COMES 
FROM A DESIRE to 
have users freely 
contribute to and 
collaborate on 
software coding 
and information 
collection online.

That’s why we want to focus 
on the future of Wikipedia...

 being inclusive of 
diverse voices. 

Open source refers to a type of 
software not just free for anyone 
to use but also with its source code, 
or “recipe”, accessible to anyone who 
wants to change or improve it.
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… and everyone who 
plays by the rules 
of the community 

has important 
contributions 

to make!

Maybe someday 
I could join a 
subgroup as a 

Minecraft expert!

To be a member 
of the Wikipedia 

community, 

Speaking 
of Minecraft, 

I should 
head home. 

We want to 
encourage people 
who maybe hadn’t 

considered joining 
the volunteer 

community.

we have to listen 
to and learn 

from each other. 

When people work together, 
it can be easier to see the 
mistakes and make changes… 
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My friends and 
I love detective 

stories!

And for explaining 
so many important 
things about open 

source collaboration 
on wikis!

Bye, you two!

Then we’ll read from 
their favorite murder 

mystery series!

They are fun 
to read! And this 

was a fun 
conversation!

Thanks for 
telling us 

the story of 
Wikipedia.

I Hope to see 
you in the 
Wikipedia 

community 
someday!

I promised my 
daughters we 
would play 
Minecraft. 

US TOO!
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Jimmy taught us 
so much about 
finding reliable 
information…

Hmm… 

Wanna go for a 
walk and talk 

about everything 
we’ve learned?

Let’s go! 

Now let me see 
if I understand 

how open source 
collaboration 

relates to “wiki”.

It works on the principle 
of the wisdom of crowds.

The wisdom of crowds allows 
anyone to edit Wikipedia.

He created a place 
online where people 
can come together 

and share it!

A wiki is 
a website 

that everybody 
can edit. 
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Working as a 
community opens up 

conversations to 
get it right.

If someone messes 
up the information...

Like I did!

Jimmy said it’s 
important to 

hear from many 
different voices... 

... because people 
may have access 

to different 
information 

about a topic.

Hearing different 
ideas and opinions 

helps uncover 
the truth.

someone fixes it.
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And as Jimmy pointed 
out, not everything 
is perfect at first...

The community 
works together 
to make things 
almost perfect!

... but believe in 
yourself and 
don’t give up.

Like the correct 
information on 

Titan!

Something great 
can happen!

Especially when it’s 
pretty ridiculous!

it’s important 
that people 

keep monitoring 
the pages.
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What is a topic you would like to research 
on Wikipedia?

What sorts of information would you want to know about this topic?

Make a list of questions. With your parents’ permission, search Wikipedia 
and see if you can find the answers!
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If you joined Wikipedia’s volunteer community, what subject could you 
be an expert in?

What do you think is important information about this subject?

What reliable sources can you find to contribute to your research?
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Think of a time you felt like something was really difficult or 
wasn’t going as planned. How did you overcome that feeling so 
you could succeed?

What is something you have succeeded at that you 
feel proud of?

What is something you hope to succeed at in 
the future?
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This graphic novel is based on a real interview done by 
Chamonix Fernandes & Leon Fernandes with Jimmy Wales, 

the founder of Wikipedia as part of the Rookie Reporter Project. 

Our special thanks goes out to Jimmy!

The interview may be found at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2eiw9vb37uk
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helping us become the best we can be.
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